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Reviews of Railway Literature 


Sometime back we received a 
pocket booklet from Robert Wil- 
son entitled “Trolley Trails 
Through The West”. This little 
64-page booklet is volume 1 in 
a series to be written on the 
trolley lines of the Pacific Coast. 
This volume covers the trolley 
lines of Western Canada and 
Yakima, Washington, and gives 
an interesting word-picture of 
the street car and interurban 
systems of the area covered. If 
you’re a trolley fan, you can’t go 
wrong in sending 25c to Robert 
S. Wilson, 708 South 9th Avenue, 
Yakima, Washington. 

The author hopes to put out 
eight volumes of this series if 
railfan response to this first vol- 
ume is sufficient, and we hope 
you'll all get behind this worth- 
while effort. 

Another recent arrival is a 
copy of the book “Railroading 
From the Head End” by S. Kip 
Farrington, Jr. This latest prod- 
uct of the presses of the firm of 
Doubleday & Doran is another 
of those colorful word pictures of 
the railroad industry, but more 
than any of the others to date it 
presents a more mature view than 
the usual steam and cho-cho. It 


is a railfan talking who writes 
about all the phases of railroad 
activity in a man-to-man style 
that has been seriously lacking 
in previous works on the subject. 
The book is well illustrated with 
action views of famous trains in- 
cluding views from such railfans 
as Richard Kindig, W. H. Thrall 
and H. W. Pontin. If you have a 
railroad library, and even if you 
haven’t, there is a duty on your 
part to get “Railroading From 
the Head End” from your local 
book store. It sells at $3.50 and 
is well worth every cent. 








WESTERN RAILROAD PHOTOS 


This Month’s Special 


Set of seven locomotives of 
the Red River Lumber Co. 
(Both steam and electric) 


45¢ post paid 
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MY FAVORITE RAIL-PHOTO 


from the collection of H. L. KELSO 





The photo shows a Southern 
Pacific mogul in service on the 
Pacific Electric as a helper on a 
P.E. oil drag headed by one of 
the P.E.’s 1600 class freight mo- 
tors on the four-track main line 
between Los Angeles and Long 
Beach. 

I have titled the picture 
“COUSINS” for we all know that 
the Southern Pacific and_ the 
Pacific Electric are just as close 
as that. 

Being an ex-locomotive fire- 
man, I am by nature a steam fan 
in the main. For the past few 
months I’ve taken so many Pac- 
ific Electric action shots that I’m 
fast becoming quite a P.E. fan. 
With both steam and electric here 
represented in the same picture 
I well may consider it my most 
interesting and favorite photo. 

Although I’m none too happy 
about the quality of this steam- 
juice action shot it is still my 
favorite rail-photo. As we all 
know, the lighting is not so good 


efter 6 p.m. this time of the year 
(March, 1943) and the chances 
of getting a first grade exposure 
are pretty slim. This was my sev- 
enth try to get an at least half- 
way satisfactory picture of a 
steam locomotive and an inter- 
urban at work at the same time. 
The interurbans weren’t as ac- 
commodating on the other tries 
as on this day. 


(EDITOR’S NOTE—The use of 
steam helpers on the PE freight 


drags has become quite common 
of late and has not been without 
its complaints. The people of 
Covina on the Los Angeles-San 
Bernadino line have complained 
about the use of steam engines 
on the city streets and negotia- 
tions are under way for the elec- 
trification of the SP branch line 
around the city for the use of PE 
freights. Incidentally, while Kel- 
so calls the SP and PE cousins, 
many fans have considered the 
PE more of a step-child.) 
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Yosemite Sugar Pine 
Lumber Company 


by Yack Gibson 


Probably one of the least pho- 
tographed and known about lum- 
ber railroads of the Sierras is the 
Yosemite Sugar Pine Lumber Co., 
which operated one of the more 
unique logging lines in the West. 
Many have seen the log drags on 
‘the Yosemite Valley Railroad, 
but few realized the reason for 
the bulkheads on the log flats 
owned by the Yosemite Valley R. 
R. Having made one unsuccessful 
trip there in 1939, I made a re- 
turn last year and was a little 
more successful in picking up 
some notes, which are approxi- 
mate enough to give one a fair 
picture of the line. 

The first operations of the com- 
pany were on the south side of 
the canyon, with an incline out 
of El Portal to reach the ridge 
above. Operations there were in 
the vicinity of Pinoche Peak. 

Then in 1930 when their tim- 
ber on the south side gave out 
the company transferred their 
equipment to the north side of 
the Merced River canyon in the 
vicinity of Trumbull Peak, with 
their incline running out of the 
station of Incline, five miles west 
of El Portal. It was while the 
YSP was transferring their op- 
erations that the YV went into 
receivership. 

When I was up there last year 
I was told at the time that it 


was doubtful if the YSP would 
log this year, and with subse- 
quent selling of the company’s 
property to a junk dealer, the 
operations have ceased perman- 
ently. Since all logging cars were 
owned by the Yosemite Valley 
Railroad, the Y.V. has petitioned 
the federal court to sell the 174 
bulkhead-equipped logging flats. 
With the shut down of the log- 
ging line for keeps a good portion 
of the Y.V. revenues also are 
lost. 


Last year the YSP was oper- 
ating roughly 22 miles of track- 
age. All logging flats were owned 
by the YV. The trip for the logs 
from the woods to the mill began, 
toward the close of last season, 
at the end of the line, just a few 
miles south of the Big Oak Flat 
road. The Coulterville road went 
directly through Camp 17, five 
miles from the end of the line. 
At Camp 17 engines No. 3, 4 and 
6 were kept, No. 6 being held in 
reserve. No. 4 worked from Camp 
17 to the end of the line, No. 3 
from Camp 17 to a camp seven 
miles above Camp 1, where No. 
5 took the loaded cars to the top 
of the incline. There, one at a 
time, the cars were lowered by 
the huge electric donkey and 
cable over approximately one and 
a half miles of incline, so steep 
that bulkheads were required on 
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No. 5 at Camp 1 with log train just prior to pushing it to the 
top of the incline. Building alongside the engine is the shops. 





the cars to keep the logs on the 
flats. Company rules forbade 
anyone to ride the incline. 

A feature of this incline was 
the passing track half way up. 
The loaded car going down helped 
pull an empty one up, the two 
cars passing each other at the 
half way point by spring switches 
and passing track. During the 
day I was there they had let 30 
cars down. 

Camp 1 was a mile from the 
top of the incline and it was 
here that No. 5 ran around the 
log train so it could push the cars 
to the top of the incline. Also at 
Camp 1 were the company’s 
shops, the engines never going 
down the incline. In winter when 
the snow caused the line to cease 
operations, the engines were all 
shopped. The snow rarely let the 
company start before the middle 
or end of May and by the end of 
October all operations were 
closed, making a very short log- 
gng season. No. 2 was being held 
in reserve at Camp 1 when I was 
there. 


After the cars were taken 
down the incline the Yosemite 
Valley R.R. hauled them 49 miles 
down the canyon to the mill at 
Merced Falls. 

The company operated five 
engines, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
Originally No. 6 was the 1-spot 
but after a wreck in 1940 in which 
she was badly damaged they 
changed her number. No. 5 was 
bought in 1930 from the PG&E 
Pitt River operations. An abbrev- 
iated roster of the company’s 
engines follows: 


2 (3-truck) 
Builders 


3 (3-truck) 
Builders 
4 (3-truck) 
Builders 
5 (3-truck) 90 tons Lima 1924 


ex PG&E Pitt River opera- 
tions. Bought in 1930. 


tons Lima 1913 
. 2660 


tons Lima 1915 
. 2803 


tons Lima 1920 
. 3092 


6 (2-truck) 40 tons Lima 1912 
Builders no. 2524. ex YSP 1. 
Renumbered in 1940. 
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Views On the SP Suburban Run 


The Southern Pacific steam 
suburban service out of San 
Francisco south to San Jose has 
been quite affected by the war to 
date. While schedules and run- 
ning time have been shuffled to 
accommodate the crowds and 
war-time work shifts, the most 
interesting changes have been in 
equipment. The P-8s, P-10s and 
ten-wheelers have completely dis- 
appeared from most Coast Line 
locals while P-1, 3, 4 and 5 classes 
from the Western Division have 
taken over. 

The cars are most interesting 
however, with the use of lounge, 
dining and observation cars as 
coaches in regular service. Three 
streamlined lounge cars from the 
Daylight plus several more con- 
ventional lounge cars from the 
Beaver and other SP limiteds are 
now used as smokers on the lo- 
cals. Three open-end observa- 
tion cars are also used on the lo- 
cals more often than not with 
their open-end next to the eng- 
ine. 

Schedules in and out of the 
SP Third and Townsend Termin- 
al in San Francisco have increas- 
ed to the point where during the 
morning peak (7 a.m. to 9 a.m.) 
there is a train into the terminal 
on the average of every 9 min- 
utes. During the evening peak 
(4 p.m. to 6 p.m.) there is a train 
on the average of every 8.6 min- 
utes with a train every four 
minutes from 5:17 p.m. to 5:37. 
At one time service was at the 
rate of every three minutes from 
5:17, but the peak has _ been 
spread out by the staggered hours 
plan instituted last year. 

Many other strange sights have 


also appeared like the Western 
Pacific consolidations on freights 
between San Francisco and Red- 
wood Junction. Explanation of 
this phenomina was the report 
that the WP pier was out of ser- 
vice and that the WP was turning 
their freights over to the SP at 
Niles for the trip to San Fran- 
cisco via Dunbarton bridge. SP 
crews took over the WP engines. 
Another strange one was the 
sight one day of Yosemite Valley 
22, a small 4-4-0, running light 
into San Francisco. She is now 
in switching service at a govern- 
ment yard in the bay city. 
on i 


The WP Family 


The Tidewater Southern 106 
was reported seen in Oakland 
working on the Sacramento Nor- 
thern and WP 122 and 77 were 
reported on the Vacaville Branch 
of the SN. Sacramento Northern 
MW 301 was working out of 
Oroville while the 400’s were 
seen in Sacramento. 

Se eS 
Corrections 

The NCNG roster had a mis- 
print in that the 8-spot was 
D&RGW 283 instead of 183. The 
USMC ex-IER cars in Portland 
have automatic couplers instead 
of the juice couplers they used 
to have. 

— 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
RAILROAD CLUB 
WILL MEET 


June 19, 1943 


at home of Secretary 
502 N. Claremont St. 
San Mateo, Calif. 
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Redwood Rails 


The shay-type locomotive ac- 
quired by the Northern Redwood 
Lumber Company has been let- 
tered Arcata & Mad River Rail- 
road number 7, but NRL 22 
continues to operate the line 
from the mill down to Korblex. 
The shay is operated from the 
mill out to the woods on the log 
trains. Present assignment of the 
NRL engines has the 23 as sta- 
tionary boiler at the mill while 
the 25 is switching in the woods. 
Number 24 was involved in an 
accident a while back and has 
been sold for scrap. 

The Hammond Lumber Com- 
pany has acquired two 2-8-2 tank 
engines which they have num- 
bered 16 and 17. Number 16 is 
in service, and 17 will be released 
from the Samoa _ shops shortly. 
Hammond 5 has been returned by 
the Union Lumber Company and 
is out of service at Samoa along 
with 2, 8 and 12. 

csi eae 


Bay Area Trolley 


Developments 

The extension of Key System 
street cars over the 7th Street 
trackage in Oakland mentioned 
in our December issue is rapidly 
becoming a reality with work 
crews erecting trolley wires and 
laying connecting switches. Work 
started May 24th. Switches are 
being laid at Broadway and 
Washington streets and _ trolley 
wire is being laid as far as Bay 
street. 

All track work on the Ship- 
yard Railway has been completed 
including the loop to No. 2 ship- 
yard. Train service to all yards 
is now in effect. 

The ODT has been quoted as 
intending to take over the Market 


Street Railway and Municipal 
Railway for unified operation, 
but at week’s end the negotiations 
in Washington seemed at an 
empass. 

ae ee 
REPORT FROM SACRAMENTO 


The Stockton Terminal & 
Eastern No. 1 had an extensive 
working over at the SP shops 
and Yreka Western No. 9 has also 
been down for an _ overhaul. 
Number 1, an 0-6-0 tank engine 
from the Balaklala copper smel- 
ter near Redding also was shop- 
ped before being sent to work 
at an army base. 

sane SI hats 

N.W.P. 227 is now working on 
the San Diego & Arizona East- 
ern. It is also reported that PE 
1508 has returned to the SD&AE 
as the No. 3, a job she previ- 
ously held. 

ceeeihlliiciecss 


The Switch List 


JACK GIBSON, 14 E. Main St., 
Los Gatos, Calif., has 616 negs 
to trade of Arcata & Mad River 7, 
Hammond 16, Yosemite Sugar 
Pine 3, 4, 5 and 6 for Calif. short 
line negs. 

FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. 
Claremont St., San Mateo, Calif., 
has prints of many abandoned 
street car systems of Calif. to 
trade for prints of same or steam 
short lines. NO SALES—See 
Western Railroad Photographs. 

KEN KIDDER, 1948 Pacific 
Ave., San Francisco, trades post 
cards of street cars, RR’s ferry 
and river boats. Has good inter- 
urbans to offer. 

C. N. VALLETTE, 1906A Pen- 
field St., Philadelphia, Pa., wants 
to purchase back file of Western 
Railroader. 
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